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January
•	Powers of Natural England 
extended under the Civil 
Sanctions regime to 
include offences relating 
to SSSIs, injurious weed, 
badgers and breaches 
of the terms of species 
licences issued by NE

Spring
•	Planned review of the 
way in which England 
has implemented both 
the Habitats Directive and 
the Birds Directive so as 
to avoid unnecessary cost 
and delay to development 
projects

Other forthcoming developments

During 2012 
•	In 2012, the Government is also expected to publish guidance to businesses on measuring and reporting 
corporate environmental impact

•	The consultation on proposed changes to Climate Change Agreements closes on 10 February 2012 and 
measures to simplify the scheme are expected thereafter

•	Draft Energy Efficiency Directive - the final Directive may require industry to undertake, and presumably 
report on, energy audits

•	Following its red tape challenge the Government is to consider simplification of the administration 
aspects of the current waste and hazardous waste regimes

Other matters 
•	The European Commission is debating changes to environmental taxation and specifically on the carbon 
dioxide content of fuel used for transport and heating

Spring (contained within 
Natural Environment White 
Paper)
•	Introduction of a new 
green areas designation 
for the protection of 
spaces of importance to 
local communities

•	Introduction of a scheme 
for biodiversity offsetting 
where developers can 
impair habitat value at 
one site provided that it 
pays to enhance a site 
elsewhere (to the same 
level as the habitat lost)

April
•	Water pollution - s86 of the 
Water Act 2003 has come 
into force to apply the Part 
2A contaminated land 
definition to land where 
significant pollution of 
controlled water is being 
caused rather than the 
current position where 
Part 2A applies merely 
if pollution of controlled 
water is being caused

Winter
•	Proposed simplification 
of regimes for producer 
responsibility for 
packaging waste, WEEE, 
vehicles and batteries

6 April
•	Minor changes to the 
Energy Performance 
Certificates regime 
(EPC), more particularly 
requiring an EPC 
on marketing for all 
properties and more detail 
to be provided on the 
Certificate itself

December (contained in 
Natural Environment White 
Paper)
•	Agreed approach to water 
foot printing envisaged

March
•	New Statutory Guidance on Contaminated 
Land issued, with additional provisions on the 
categorisation of the risks posed by contaminated 
land and the steps to be taken to secure 
appropriate levels of remediation

March
•	The Government has not introduced regulations 
requiring directors to report a company’s 
emissions of greenhouse gases.  The reason given 
to Parliament is that the Government is still 
analysing responses to consultation

Please note that this timeline does not cover all environment developments. 
If you would like additional information please let us know.


